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Moving Spotlight 
Shipyard Scandal 


A good many papers carried the 
story, but even so few people realize 
what a tremendous revelation Senator 
Mead’s special committee to investigate 
the war program made in Congress. It 
took the lid off conditions in Navy- 
controlled shipyards and, what is more, 
those on the inside in Washington 
know that loafing, feather-bedding, 
— payrolls, outright graft and un- 
imited and wasteful expenditures exist 
in practically all shipyards except the 
efficient Kaiser plants on the west coast. 
The Navy’s aliens was so weak that 
it amounted to a tacit admission of 
guilt and helplessness to control the 
situation. The main damage was done 
because these revelations of the enor- 
mous wastage of manpower under 
Naval direction came at the very time 
that the big propaganda guns were 
booming for the work conscription law. 
If this country knew how much of 
every defense dollar went to graft, in- 
efficiency and waste, the war effort 
would suffer a major calamity, hence 
such reports are permitted as little cir- 
culation as possible. 


The Struggle for Control of Oil 


Censorship still covers the tension 
between Britain, America and Russia 
over the oil interests in Iran and Ruma- 


nia. British and American officials and 
oil representatives have not been allow- 
ed to visit their oil properties which 
are now held by the Russians in Ruma- 
nia. The Russians are said to have re- 
moved some of the equipment from the 
Rumanian fields to Russia. The Rus- 
sian government, of course, has assured 
both London and Washington that it 
will respect British and American finan- 
cial interests 
and will also go ahead to develop those 
fields in behalf of the war effort. But 
does that mean that the British and 
American oil companies will just get a 
check from Moscow when the war is 
over while Russia keeps the oil wells? 
That is the big question over which 
many secret conferences are being held 
in London and Washington. 


(Continued on next page) 


in the Rumanian fields - 


A FUNDAMENTAL DIFFICULTY BENEATH all the present turmoil is 
that man’s word is no longer binding. No treaty today means anything. You 
can count by the dozen the pacts, agreements and treaties that have been made 
and broken by nations on both sides of this war. Without a basic faith in 
one another’s word, universal suspicion prevails. But there is a swift and 
complete cure; it is to recognize that man’s word is not reliable because he 
has rejected the authority of God’s word. The restoration of man’s regard 
for divine authority will be the beginning of a restoration of human authority 
and the healing of our shattered world. 


X-Ray and Forecast 
Big Three Differences 

In the midst of all the official pronouncements concerning agreements and 

evi formulas of United Nations leaders, it is well to remember that certain 

asic fundamental differences in background and viewpoints exist that will 
in the end temper and level off the force of agreements made. This has been 
the case repeatedly in the past. 

Churchill has two all pervading interests—the sanctity of British imperial 
investments and the maintenance of white supremacy necessary to perpetuate 
those investments. 

Stalin has no investments and he is an Asiatic with, therefore, no belief in 
white superiority. 

Roosevelt has been caught between these powerful conflicting interests and 
has been out-maneuvered, humiliatingly and disastrously, although all official 

ropaganda in Washington has been used to camouflage this fact. However, 
in spite of clever efforts to draw public attention elsewhere, the American 
public will not forget that their boys are dying at the rate of eighty to one 
British casualty on the western front, while Churchill redistributes British 
strength elsewhere to safeguard British financial and trade interests. 
Provisional German Government 

Keep your eyes open for the appearance of a Moscow-sponsored committee 
of German generals who deserted Hitler a year or more ago and who are known 
to have been long in Moscow in consultation with Stalin. They frequently 
broadcast along anti-Nazi themes to the Reich. London and Washington un- 
easily speculate about the existence of this important group and the use that 
could be made of it should Soviet armies reach Berlin helene American and 
British forces. 

Punishment for German Leaders 

Deeply buried under thick layers of secrecy and censorship is one of the 
most vital issues of the war which will soon be the most important issue of 
the peace. It is the question of what is to be done with the German leaders. 
Few Americans have been aware of the fact that commissions and conimittees 
have been laboring in London and Washington for months trying to reach 
an agreement on what officially is called ‘punishment of Nazi leaders.” What 
they have been talking about is what to do with German leaders in general. 
If we hang Hitler, Goebbels, Himmler and Goering, what about Ley, Streicher, 
von Papen and others? And if these men are killed, what about the men who 
furnished them their weapons and financial support? 

Remember? 

Remember the “hang the Kaiser” slogan which rang from every house- 
top during the last war? Did they hang the Kaiser? Oh, no, he was given 
a woodpile surrounded by such elegant castles and kennels and stables as no 
American dough boy (many of whom died choking in their own blood in Flan- 
ders battlefields) had ever seen. Who took such excellent care of the Kaiser, 
Prince Wilhelm and all the rest of the old Berlin and Potsdam crowd? It 
was much the same clique as that which is now running this war. And when 


(Continued on next page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 
(Continued from middle page) 

Business in France 

Information is being quietly circulated among America’s 
industrial leaders that the new French government is bring- 
ing big business in France in line with new labor-industrial 
policies far to the left of anything in the United States at pre- 
sent. The report states that new labor-management boards of 
control are being set up in all concerns employing 100 or more 
wage earners. Worker delegates have equal voting power 
with management, although the board's chairman may be the 
head of the concern. The labor representatives will cooper- 
ate with the management for the improvement of working 
and living conditions. In the economic sphere workers will 
first have a consultative role and later a part in business man- 
agement. They are to be kept informed on the business ac- 
tivities and financial affairs of the concern. In the case of 
corporations, the accounts must be made available to the 
workers as well as all reports sent to stockholders’ meetings. 


Workers may make suggestions to which the owner must. 


reply. If the suggestions are rejected the head of the firm 
shall give the reasons for his decision, and, in the event of 
such rejection, the committee can appeal to central consulta- 
tive committees. 

These aims now being put in force in France are being 
studied closely because they are similar to those which CIO 
leaders are planning behind closed doors for American labor's 
post-war program. 


Italian Students 

Widespread antagonism among Italian students, sometimes 
qnkauall te violent rioting and other disturbances, are re- 
ported by newsmen returning from Italy in stories told to 
their fellow craftsmen of some of the things that could not 
be written in dispatches. Student rioting is especially sig- 
nificant, for student attitudes are accurate barometers of future 
public thought and action. The students in Rome and else- 
where have been protesting the well known failure of Allied 
policies in Italy and the prevalent hunger, cold and rising 
crime wave. Attempts have been made to draft students to 
fight with the United Nations and the students reply that 
they will not fight for those who would strip Italy of its re- 
sources and force her to retain her old second-rate fascist 
leaders to protect investments of London and Wall Street 
banks. The newsmen say the students hate the fascists most, 
the Nazis next and the British and some Americans almost 
as much as they hate the Nazis. It gives us a glimpse of 
coming as well as prevailing attitudes. 


Russian Post-War Plans 

Russians are already shipping Germans and Rumanians of 
German extraction out of Rumania into Russia in labor bat- 
talions to rebuild wrecked Russian cities. While London and 
Washington diplomats still toss words and maneuver to pro- 
tect each other's interests, Stalin begins his post-war policy 
without asking any questions or accepting any suggestions 
It is well known that in diplomatic circles the London and 
Washington commissions on post-war plans have not got very 
far because of many differences of opinion plus concern over 
Russian intentions. At least Stalin is giving the world a 
demonstration of how to mean what you say by going ahead 
and taking action. 

It is quite likely that this situation is a preview of failure 
to establish a cohesive policy between the big three in the 
larger areas of responsibility, including the Reich itself. Lon- 
don and Washington policy is always most strongly influenced 
by concern for investments and big world-wide industrial re 
lationships. Remember that Stalin has no investments to 
worry about and that the Russian controlled economy is such 
that it can shift overnight to accommodate itself to any econo- 
mic policy it may find developing in the world about it. This 
is one of the most important points to keep in mind as post- 
war issues unfold. 


Christian Thought and Dumbarton Oaks 


We hope our readers saw the reports in the press concern- 
ing the recent pronouncement of the National Study Con- 
ference on the Churches and a Just and Durable Peace spon- 
sored by the Federal Council of Churches. The main points 
which the conference emphasized, and which the press skim- 
med over as lightly as possible, was the need for international 
trusteeship over all colonial possessions, for giving China a 
voice in international affairs and the acceptance of a whole 
new racial attitude as a foundation of the new peace. All 
of these policies are being bitterly opposed by British, Dutch 
and French imperialists. The press played up the fact that 
the conference endorsed the Dumbarton Oaks proposals, but 
— down the fact that the endorsement was accompanied 

y the urgent plea that the above peimts be considered more 
sincerely in the peace structure. The question now is, will 
the Christian lay world and its leaders be willing to use the 
time and energy necessary to make its will felt on Washington 
officials to match the pressure selfish imperial interests are 
continuously exerting ? 


Steel Monopoly 


The federal government has charged eighteen large steel 
concerns with having engaged, since 1934, in an unlawful 
conspiracy to fix and maintain uniform and non-competitive 
prices, terms and conditions in the sale of stainless steel prod- 
ucts sold in this country. Among the companies involved in 
these actions to restrain trade are the Carnegie-Illinois Steel 
Corporation of Pittsburgh, the Crucible Steel Company of 
New York, the Republic Steel Corporation of Cleveland, the 
American Rolling Mill Company of Middletown, Ohio, the 
Bethlehem Steel Company of Pennsylvania, the Timken Roller 
Bearing Company of Canton, Ohio, and the Chemical Foun- 
dation and Nirosta (Krupp-Nirosta) Corporation. Spokes- 
men for the United States Justice Department said that the 
filling of war-time steel needs had been slowed down through 
the price-fixing activities of these steel industries. The con- 
spiracy prevented competitive bidding and the government, 
because of its immediate need for large quantities of stainless 
steel, was forced to award contracts by lot. 


AWOL and the Black Market 


Reports current in New York news circles reveal the stag- 
gering absence of discipline which prevails among American 
troops in France. Estimates of AWOL soldiers vary from 
8,000 to 13,000; of these only about a third are “simple 
AWOL’s” who have overstayed leave and will return to their 
units. The majority of AWOL men are long-term offenders 
who have resorted to robbery, the black market sales of Amer- 
ican Army goods and other crimes as a way to live. 

The commanding general of the Paris area, Brigadier Gen- 
eral Pleas B. Rogers, said that the cigarette and gasoline 
courts martial had been instituted in an earnest effort to check 
in the United States Army the rising crime problem which 
is definitely becoming serious. Six officers were arrested for 
black market activities, a brigadier general was sent home 
and, in one three weeks’ period, 743 soldiers were arrested 
for the same offense. Of the 1,723 men confined in the Paris 
guard houses toward the end of January, 1,281 were involved 
in black market dealings. 

With the military courts imposing sentences of long years 
at hard labor, life imprisonment and even death, black market 
commodities have risen sharply in price; the price of cigaret- 
tes and gasoline have recently doubled. Major John E. Kieffer, 
the attorney general for the area, believes that if the AWOL 
geo could be checked, the black market operations could 

e controlled. 


A United Press dispatch provides a footnote to this situa- 
tion by reporting that two non-commissioned officers have 
accused the American military police of using violence and 
coercion in getting confessions to black market sales and 
stealing. 





